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THANK YOU 
A VERY BIG WIDA

TO ALL OUR MEMBERS & SPONSORS 
CARSON HANCOCK MACEDONIA MCCLELLAND
MINDEN NEOLA OAKLAND SHELBY TREYNOR  
UNDERWOOD  WALNUT 
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In an era when national media often drowns out
local stories, Loess Hills Media and Podcasts
stands out as a champion for community
connection and authentic storytelling. Founded
by longtime radio professional Todd Studer,
the company helps businesses, nonprofits, and
community leaders share their messages
through professional-quality audio and video
podcast production.

Todd Studer and Stacie Kinney on Local Routes episode
September 2025.

Todd Studer, a longtime
radio professional with
more than thirty years
of experience. 
After spending decades
in broadcasting, Todd
saw how storytelling
was changing and how
local voices were being
left behind in the rush
toward bigger, national
media. 

He has created
something that brings
back that personal
connection  using tools
of modern podcasting
and video production.

COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER
Western Iowa Development Association
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Amplifying Local Voices Through Authentic

Storytelling

A WARM WIDA WELCOME
LOESS HILLS MEDIA & PODCASTS

We are excited to welcome Loess Hills Media &
Podcasts to our WIDA community. Cnt’d page 3.

https://www.facebook.com/WesternIowaDevelopmentAssociation
https://www.instagram.com/westerniadevelopment/
https://www.widaiowa.org/
https://widaiowa.org/


What began in 2017 as Todd Studer
Productions, an audiobook recording studio,
has evolved into a full-service media company
rooted in Southwest Iowa. Today, Loess Hills
Media provides complete podcasting solutions
—from concept development and scripting to
recording, editing, and distribution—offering
clients an easy and professional way to tell their
stories. Every project is completed locally,
ensuring each production stays connected to
the people and places it represents.

This year marks an exciting expansion for the
company with the launch of Loess Hills Today, a
new online platform celebrating the people,
places, and events that make Southwest Iowa
unique. The site features community stories,
local business spotlights, and event highlights
designed to bring positive, regional storytelling
to a broader audience.

At the heart of Loess Hills Media’s work is a deep belief in
small market local media—the idea that community-based
storytelling builds trust, pride, and understanding in ways
larger outlets can’t. Todd and his team are passionate about
helping clients strengthen their message, celebrate their
communities, and reach audiences through meaningful,
authentic content.

At the heart of Loess Hills Media’s work is a
deep belief in small market local media—the
idea that community-based storytelling
builds trust, pride, and understanding in ways
larger outlets can’t. Todd and his team are
passionate about helping clients strengthen
their message, celebrate their communities,
and reach audiences through meaningful,
authentic content.

A memorable client success story demonstrates just how
effective this approach can be: after featuring a guest on his
podcast Hunting Home, host Blake Hunter connected with a
listener who later became both a client and a homeowner
through his real estate work. It’s proof that local storytelling
works—and that connection leads to results.

Todd’s advice for fellow business owners? “Be
authentic. Authenticity builds trust, and trust builds
lasting relationships.”

Loess Hills Media remains deeply involved in
community development through partnerships,
local board service, and WIDA membership. Todd
encourages other small business owners to share
their own stories and get involved:
“Every time someone listens, shares, or suggests a
story, it helps keep local voices strong.”
Businesses and nonprofits interested in creating
their own podcast or becoming a sponsor on Local
Routes can reach out to Loess Hills Media and
Podcasts to start amplifying their message and
strengthening connections across Western Iowa.

Follow on facebook.com/loesshillsmediaandpodcasts
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SMALL
BUSINESS
SATURDAY
NOV 29TH

NEW
WIDA CROSSWORD 
PUZZLE   PG. 21
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National trends show that nearly 70% of consumers plan
to shop local during the holidays when given convenient
and meaningful opportunities to do so. This makes local
marketing, clear communication of holiday hours, and
active participation in community events especially
important for small-town retailers and service providers.

Communities in Western Iowa—like Carson, Avoca, Neola,
Walnut, and Underwood—are embracing this season with
creative initiatives designed to draw visitors downtown
and remind residents that shopping local means
investing back into their own neighborhoods. Local
chambers, city councils, and development groups are
collaborating on holiday parades, small business
weekends, and charitable drives that foster a spirit of
togetherness while highlighting the variety of goods and
services available close to home.

Many businesses are also preparing for the digital side of
the holidays—updating websites, sharing promotions on
social media, and ensuring customers can easily find
contact information and event details online. Paired with
in-person experiences like holiday tastings, artisan
markets, and festive décor, these efforts help create the
“small town feel, big city heart” atmosphere that defines
Western Iowa.

As we move into November and December, it’s a good
time for businesses to plan ahead: confirm inventory,
finalize staffing, refresh storefront displays, and
coordinate with neighboring businesses for joint
promotions. Working together not only increases visibility
but also reinforces the message that thriving local
economies depend on shared community support.

This season, Western Iowa’s small businesses are once
again proving that local commerce is more than just
shopping—it’s about connection, collaboration, and
celebrating what makes our towns unique.

As the holiday season
approaches, communities
across Western Iowa are
preparing for one of the most
important times of the year for
both local businesses and
residents alike. From festive
open houses to city-wide shop-
local campaigns, the coming
months represent not only a
boost in sales but also a vital
opportunity to strengthen
community connections.

LOCAL COMMUNITIES & SMALL
BUSINESSES GEAR UP FOR HOLIDAY 
For small businesses, the last quarter of the year often
accounts for a significant portion of annual revenue. 

L I V E  •  W O R K  •  E X P L O R E  •  T H R I V E

https://www.facebook.com/WesternIowaDevelopmentAssociation
https://www.instagram.com/westerniadevelopment/
https://www.widaiowa.org/
https://widaiowa.org/
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At 2M Land Management, we bring
over 10 years of experience
providing reliable and efficient skid
loader services, including stump
grinding, concrete removal, and land
clearing. 

We’re locally owned, fully insured,
and committed to getting the job
done right the first time.

We believe in treating customers like
family and building lasting
relationships through honest, high-
quality work. 

Our mission is simple: to deliver safe,
versatile, and dependable services
with integrity & care. 

We are now taking bids for Spring
2026 — get on our books today!

BRINGING OVER 10
YEARS OF RELIABLE
AND EFFICIENT SKID
LOADER SERVICES

L I V E  •  W O R K  •  E X P L O R E  •  T H R I V E

As small businesses head into the busy holiday season, staying
current on social media changes can make a real difference in how
you reach customers. Here’s a quick look at what’s happening across
Facebook and Instagram — and what it means for local businesses.

Facebook: Still the Core of Community Connection
While Facebook may no longer be the “cool” platform, it remains the
most widely used social network in the world — and a vital tool for
local marketing. Meta has introduced new AI-powered ad tools that
make it easier for small businesses to target and reach the right
audiences.

Their latest camera-equipped, AI-enabled smart glasses have also
become a surprise hit, designed to make content creation faster and
more hands-free. Meta recently announced that Meta AI queries will
now be used in ad targeting, meaning your customers’ AI
interactions could influence which ads they see. In addition, AI
chatbots can now be embedded on business websites to help
personalize ad outreach and improve customer engagement.

Instagram: Reels Lead the Way
Short-form video continues to dominate Instagram — Reels now
account for half of all time spent in the app. With that success,
Instagram is shifting its focus even more toward video.

The platform’s new video editing app, Edits, has been a big hit
among creators, offering advanced AI-powered tools for quick,
polished videos. However, Instagram has cautioned that some
features may become paid options in the future. 

Expect to see ongoing updates designed to help small businesses
and creators earn income, boost posts, and grow their presence
heading into 2026.

SOCIAL MEDIA UPDATES FOR SMALL
BUSINESSES: FALL 2025

https://www.facebook.com/WesternIowaDevelopmentAssociation
https://www.instagram.com/westerniadevelopment/
https://www.widaiowa.org/
https://widaiowa.org/
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Pictured above left to right: Conner Mowery (Advance
Southwest Iowa), Tony Jarvis (Jarvis Quality Meats),
Krysta Stevens (Jarvis Quality Meats), Logan (Jarvis
Quality Meats), Austin Diehm (TS Bank)

Jarvis Quality Meats of Treynor was awarded
$5,000 to support key equipment purchases,
including a patty press machine. The funding will
help expand production capacity, improve
efficiency, and maintain product quality while
offering more options and variety for southwest
Iowa families.

"Thank you from the bottom of our hearts. We are
beyond words with this incredible opportunity.
We're proud to be part of the Treynor community
and excited to keep growing together," said Tony
Jarvis and Krysta Stevens, owners of Jarvis
Quality Meats.

TS Bank blog

WINNERS OF REV, SMALL
BUSINESS  PITCH
COMPETITION ANNOUNCED

L I V E  •  W O R K  •  E X P L O R E  •  T H R I V E

WIDA BUSINESS NEWS

https://www.facebook.com/WesternIowaDevelopmentAssociation
https://www.instagram.com/westerniadevelopment/
https://www.widaiowa.org/
https://widaiowa.org/
https://www.tsbank.com/blog/winners-of-20000-rev-small-business-pitch-competition-announced
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THE REVEREND GEORGE B. HITCHCOCK HOUSE
OUTSIDE OF LEWIS, IOWA IS ONE OF ONLY FIVE
UNDERGROUND RAILROAD STOPS AVAILABLE TO
TOUR IN IOWA.
This restored Federalist style house was built with local rock and
lumber by Rev. Hitchcock in 1853-1856.

Rev. Hitchcock came to the area with 2 ambitions: to provide shelter for
runaway slaves and to form a Congregational Church. He succeeded in
both endeavors. He and his family lived in the home until 1865 when they
felt compelled to travel south to help educate the newly emancipated
former slaves.

This past summer was a successful one for the Hitchcock House. We had
over 1,400 people tour our home!

Tours for this season have ended, but be sure and mark your calendars for
next year’s season! We will open May 1. We have lots of fun things planned,
plus grab some friends and family and join us for a tour. They are given
Thursday-Sundays, 1-5 (last tour starts at 4:15). We have a couple hiking
trails and a gift shop, as well.

Anyone who is interested in becoming a tour guide is urged to contact the
Hitchcock House via Facebook. You will be trained, can work as much or as
little as you desire, and will make a huge impact sharing the history of the
house and our American history.

Tours are only $5 each, children are free. We accept cash, check and
Venmo. Please plan to join us!

https://www.facebook.com/WesternIowaDevelopmentAssociation
https://www.instagram.com/westerniadevelopment/
https://www.widaiowa.org/
https://widaiowa.org/
https://www.iwcc.edu/business/
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WIDA BUSINESS NEWS

Since 2022, your support
transformed my crazy dream
into a reality. We revived the
nostalgia of in-store shopping
post COVID, and successfully
championed 199 small
businesses, including 136
Iowa/Nebraska makers and 111
LOCAL women-owned! That
impact is my legacy, and it fills
my cup.

This decision is a sad but
strategic one, allowing me to
continue my mission online while
managing my primary
commitment to home.

12 E Main | Treynor

Alysia Hess | Owner

Our last day of in-store shopping
will be December 30th, 2025.

This is a crucial time for us all! I
passionately urge you to show up
for all of our makers in full force
during November and December.
This vital support goes directly to
these local entrepreneurs as they
navigate this transition.

ALSO...Stock Up Now: Items will not
be reordered or replaced in the
store. Your favorites may be here
today and gone tomorrow!
This isn't the news I wanted to
deliver, but I hope you can join me in
writing a fantastic final chapter for
The Occasional Collective at 12 E
Main!

I look forward to seeing all of your
faces soon! Visit Us Before We Pivot! 

Wednesday | 10–4
Thursday | 1–7
Friday | 10–4
Saturday | 10–2

My Occasional Collective
Community, I’m reaching out
with immense gratitude and a
melancholy heart to share some
big news: I am pivoting to an
online-only shop and will close
the brick & mortar doors at the
end of 2025.

A NOTE FROM
THE OCCASIONAL COLLECTIVE

https://www.facebook.com/WesternIowaDevelopmentAssociation
https://www.instagram.com/westerniadevelopment/
https://www.widaiowa.org/
https://widaiowa.org/
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Our team has been hard at work bringing this vision to
life. The project began with grading the interior of the
building and pouring the concrete floor. From there, we
dug and set footings for a retaining wall, which was then
capped with a beautiful concrete patio area. The patio
features a staircase that leads down to a sidewalk,
connecting to another set of stairs that takes guests up
to the ceremony podium — the very spot where couples
will soon be saying “I do.”

In addition to the ceremony area, we’ve completed a new
driveway, two sidewalks, and the porch area, with
another driveway scheduled to be poured next week.
Everything is coming together beautifully!

This wedding venue is planned to be completed in
December 2025 and ready to host events starting March
2026. We can’t wait to see it filled with celebrations! 

Stay tuned for more updates as we wrap up this exciting
project.

2M LAND MANAGEMENT WEDDING
VENUE PROGRESS AT DEVNEY ACRES
We’re excited to share the progress at Devney Acres,
where we’re nearing completion of all concrete work for
their brand-new wedding event venue in Logan, IA

L I V E  •  W O R K  •  E X P L O R E  •  T H R I V E

https://www.facebook.com/WesternIowaDevelopmentAssociation
https://www.instagram.com/westerniadevelopment/
https://www.widaiowa.org/
https://widaiowa.org/
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In Western Iowa, small
businesses are more than
places to shop—they are  the
heartbeat of our communities. 

Stacie Kinney
WIDA | Executive Director

HOLIDAY

We have some great
surprises to share in 2026,
and we can’t wait to kick off
the new year with fresh
opportunities, new
partnerships, and even
bigger ways to celebrate
the communities we love.

Warm holiday wishes,
Stacie!

As we wrap up another wonderful year in Western
Iowa, I want to wish you and your families a joyful and
peaceful holiday season. Our small towns shine
brightest this time of year, and we’re grateful for
every business, volunteer, and neighbor who brings
that hometown magic to life.

Be sure to follow WIDA on all of our social media
platforms so you never miss a small-town holiday
event, local spotlight, or community update. There’s
so much happening across our region—and even
more on the way.

L I V E  •  W O R K  •  E X P L O R E  •  T H R I V E

hello‌hello‌

BACKROAD
BUSINESS
CONNECT
DEC 3RD  
SEE MORE ON PAGE 15

PowerTech donated over 600 meal bags to the
Lewis Central Community School District to support
the Thriving Titans program, which provides food to
students and families in need. The meal kits are being
distributed to students in the free or reduced lunch
program and any extra meals will be stocked in the
Thriving Titans food pantry. 

STEPPING UP FOR LOCALS

https://www.facebook.com/WesternIowaDevelopmentAssociation
https://www.instagram.com/westerniadevelopment/
https://www.widaiowa.org/
https://widaiowa.org/
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&q=Thriving+Titans&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfCj31pf-wzLse28cpmKb7BHDI2AAiHsR5XxgCc1lqqc4CL6-HuVtigSjodExdnPWwyFqwhpp4DDVLaXQxQUQbDN_DrzKozGdcpgj34rkg_eu9842QfeLNLj9KXyIGnz7-5-vfhYWnjX4LTaVevxBXTrlncHB0GItXE_1skA1fKn8BI&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwiSibHNnPyQAxW518kDHaB7ErEQgK4QegQIARAC


SHOP SMALL | SHOP LOCAL

WHY SHOPPING SMALL MATTERS: 
Celebrating Our Local Businesses This Holiday Season

The holiday season is the perfect time to celebrate
the heartbeat of Western Iowa—our small
businesses. From family-run shops and homegrown
boutiques to local restaurants and service
providers, these businesses fuel our economy,
strengthen our communities, and give our towns
their unmistakable charm.

When you shop local, every purchase creates a
ripple effect. You’re supporting the families who
live here, helping keep dollars in our region, and
investing in the future of our small towns. Local
businesses sponsor youth programs, host
community events, and show up for their
neighbors. This season, we have an opportunity to
show up for them too.
As you plan your holiday shopping, keep these special dates in mind:

Black Friday November 29 — A great kickoff to the holiday season and
an opportunity to explore deals right here in our own towns.
Small Business Saturday November 29 — A day dedicated to
celebrating the entrepreneurs who make Western Iowa unique.
Cyber Monday December 1 — Many of our local businesses offer
online shopping options—support them with a click!
Giving Tuesday December 2 — Support the nonprofits and
community organizations that keep our towns connected and
thriving.

This year, WIDA encourages everyone to shop
small, shop local, and share the love. Follow us on
social media for updates on special shop-local
events, business spotlights, and holiday
happenings across Western Iowa. Together, we
can make this season a joyful celebration of
community and the incredible businesses that
make our region shine.

Amy Wohlers | Sideline Sports and Tees

Pam Schirm | B Restored Jayme Busch | Unique Boutique Iowa
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TREYNOR CLASSROOM GRANTS 

These grants empower teachers to bring creative
ideas to life and provide PreK-12 students with
enriching opportunities! A few of these classroom
grants for this fall included phonics boards,
flexible seating, and new white board paddles for
engaging lessons.

If you would like to support future classroom grant
applications, donations can be made by visiting:  
https://pccf.fcsuite.com/erp/donate/create/fun
d?funit_id=2374

The Treynor Schools Fund through the Four
Corners Community Foundation awarded
classroom grants up to $500 per grant to enhance
academic achievement for PreK-12 students at the
Treynor Community School District for the 2025-
2026 school year this fall.

Examples of classroom grant asks may include:

✨ Field trips and career tours
📚 Books and classroom supplies
🔬 STEM tools and hands-on learning projects

TREYNOR
CLASSROOM GRANTS

https://www.facebook.com/WesternIowaDevelopmentAssociation
https://www.instagram.com/westerniadevelopment/
https://www.widaiowa.org/
https://widaiowa.org/
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UPCOMING EVENTS | AVOCA

https://www.facebook.com/WesternIowaDevelopmentAssociation
https://www.instagram.com/westerniadevelopment/
https://www.widaiowa.org/
https://widaiowa.org/
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UPCOMING EVENTS | CARSON

https://www.facebook.com/WesternIowaDevelopmentAssociation
https://www.instagram.com/westerniadevelopment/
https://www.widaiowa.org/
https://widaiowa.org/
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Location: Brewed Awakening 
158 S Elm Street Avoca

Signature beverages available for donation
Holiday Coffee for Purchase! Light appetizers
provided.

Join Us for Backroads Business Connectors – Big
Connections for Small Towns! 

Guest Speaker + Music + Giveaway!

Join WIDA, business owners, and organizations for
conversations, fresh ideas, and partnerships that help
our small towns thrive. 

Who should come? 
Anyone ready to grow their network, Entrepreneurs &
small business owners, Community members who love
connecting and having a good time. Let’s pack the
place with energy, ideas, and collaboration! FREE for
WIDA members | $10 for non-members
Questions? Let’s chat!
Stacie Kinney | 712-406-6234 | widaiowa.org

BACKROADS BUSINESS
CONNECTORS | DEC 3RD
Big Connections for Small Towns

L I V E  •  W O R K  •  E X P L O R E  •  T H R I V E

https://www.facebook.com/WesternIowaDevelopmentAssociation
https://www.instagram.com/westerniadevelopment/
https://www.widaiowa.org/
https://widaiowa.org/
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwidaiowa.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExemVpNnBOaURZa0tuVW1hRHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7tMEwhuM0l7LAOEb2rCepi3L41jKfZeSQv9wmRWDZEIQp-iq0SygUkSEW7SA_aem_LJhtF7_UuQebXn7cg7ZgxQ&h=AT09Zx6pZvHSTxOoL7rucjzJ39ftm6TPvFDSRmhidr3EHClN0DUfGJB9U0IMhwTThpT3cgQ8FBFx7EHn8NJput67zjdISSXjhqFIJPKdNn_wAkrsv7lYpC3J_dX35z8_5-s9NN2wylrCLnYm6JzXTpFwFaoQE9yETvHbHw&__tn__=-UK-R&c[0]=AT3HoRphpZnhl3lTBiNdFDofohWvAeZW4A2BWhsg38aSnQnjSfqj-yVbspTNZauBLVm6dtKh_MpinkxKS2lFh53ZMzXGj1dcPEy5CMesrWMCQjS8ktazOmcHk-YGB4imb5dUmyatEfj5glvkWlOd60x9XT_DE4Jh8PkrNDn9ofLAIPQgJbEpN8A3cUgjobLZStscT0O8-j9ibRhfRet111ZIxg
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwidaiowa.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExemVpNnBOaURZa0tuVW1hRHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7tMEwhuM0l7LAOEb2rCepi3L41jKfZeSQv9wmRWDZEIQp-iq0SygUkSEW7SA_aem_LJhtF7_UuQebXn7cg7ZgxQ&h=AT09Zx6pZvHSTxOoL7rucjzJ39ftm6TPvFDSRmhidr3EHClN0DUfGJB9U0IMhwTThpT3cgQ8FBFx7EHn8NJput67zjdISSXjhqFIJPKdNn_wAkrsv7lYpC3J_dX35z8_5-s9NN2wylrCLnYm6JzXTpFwFaoQE9yETvHbHw&__tn__=-UK-R&c[0]=AT3HoRphpZnhl3lTBiNdFDofohWvAeZW4A2BWhsg38aSnQnjSfqj-yVbspTNZauBLVm6dtKh_MpinkxKS2lFh53ZMzXGj1dcPEy5CMesrWMCQjS8ktazOmcHk-YGB4imb5dUmyatEfj5glvkWlOd60x9XT_DE4Jh8PkrNDn9ofLAIPQgJbEpN8A3cUgjobLZStscT0O8-j9ibRhfRet111ZIxg
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UPCOMING EVENTS | NEOLA

https://www.facebook.com/WesternIowaDevelopmentAssociation
https://www.instagram.com/westerniadevelopment/
https://www.widaiowa.org/
https://widaiowa.org/
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WIDA Business Membership Levels

500$ 00

Per Year
1000$ 00

Per YearPer Year

$ 00200

BRONZE SILVER GOLD

Listed on WIDA website as
member
Listed on WIDA Annual Report as
a member
WIDA membership window decal
Receive WIDA quarterly
e-newsletter
Access to Ribbon Cuttings for
special events
Promotion of news releases,
when made available
Event postings on WIDA calendar,
when made available
Opportunity for a “Did You
Know?” highlight on social media
Promo flyers on our website,
when made available
Business-card ad in 4 consecutive
WIDA e-newsletters
Listed in WIDA business directory

Welcome write up in WIDA
e-newsletter
Mini branding photoshoot with
Stacie Kinney 

Bronze Elements Plus Bronze + Silver Elements Plus
WIDA town landing page
sponsor
Event organizational checklists
Tourism venues listed on
TravelIowa.com
Front page welcome in WIDA’s
e-newsletter
Marketing materials upon
request
Grant review and proofreading
upon request

BEST VALUE

MEMBERSHIPMEMBERSHIPMEMBERSHIP

UPCOMING EVENTS | NEOLA

L I V E  •  W O R K  •  E X P L O R E  •  T H R I V E

Penny ’s  Vis ions  Art  Ga l leryPenny’s Visions Art Gallery December Open Houses

First Weekend 
Dec. 12 , 13 , & 14  th th th

Second Weekend
Dec. 19 , 20 , & 21  th th st

Open 10:00 to 6:00
Each Day

https://www.facebook.com/WesternIowaDevelopmentAssociation
https://www.instagram.com/westerniadevelopment/
https://www.widaiowa.org/
https://widaiowa.org/
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UPCOMING EVENTS | OAKLAND UPCOMING EVENTS | TREYNOR

L I V E  •  W O R K  •  E X P L O R E  •  T H R I V E

Come on over for a special night before the
home basketball games of shopping with local

curated vendors, a catered pasta meal from
Klahn Family Catering, and of course your
favorite drinks and desserts from Tweets. 

Clothing, candles, room sprays, and permanent
jewelry just to name a few. 

Supper: Choice of Marinara or Alfredo, Chicken
or Meatballs, Salad, and a Breadstick.

Sip n’ Shop Supper
4 pm - 7:30 pm

FRIDAY DEC 12

Planning a wedding? Connect with
wedding vendors and industry

professionals.

Wedding industry professionals,
contact Lisa to reserve a vendor spot

today for $250.

FREE ADMISSION TO THE PUBLIC

BRIDAL
EXPO

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8
1:00 pm - 4 pm 

at Palace Event Center

Wedding pros - join us!

https://www.facebook.com/WesternIowaDevelopmentAssociation
https://www.instagram.com/westerniadevelopment/
https://www.widaiowa.org/
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UPCOMING EVENTS | WALNUT

FRIENDLY HOLIDAY
REMINDER
Shop Local & Spread the Cheer!

The holiday season is here—and so is
the perfect chance to show some
love to our hometown businesses! 

When you shop local, you’re not just
checking off your gift list… you’re
supporting the entrepreneurs,
makers, and do-it-all go-getters
who make our small towns feel like
home.

Don’t forget: Small Business
Saturday is November 30! Grab a
friend, bundle up, and explore the
shops, boutiques, cafés, and
services that make Western Iowa
shine. Every purchase—big or small—
helps keep our communities
vibrant, connected, and full of
holiday cheer.

Let’s make this a season of local
love. Shop small, shop local, and
share the joy!

Kim Canada | Frosting, Inc. (bottom)  
Laine Beach | Sweet Vale Creations (top)
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LOCAL OPPORTUNITIES
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CONGRATULATIONS,
POWERTECH!
WIDA is proud to celebrate our
member, PowerTech, being
named Best of Omaha 2026 in
Electrical Services! 

This well-deserved recognition
highlights PowerTech’s
commitment to quality, safety,
and exceptional service across
every project. PowerTech
continues to set the standard for
professional excellence—well
done to the entire team on this
outstanding achievement! 

Best Electrical Services

POWERTECH:
BEST OF OMAHA 
2026 WINNER
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CROSSWORD PUZZLECROSSWORD PUZZLE
WESTERN IOWA DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION‌

ACROSS:

5.) ____ the Snowman

6.) the pudding in “We Wish You
a Merry Christmas” 

7.) famous Christmas ballet

9.) ____ under the mistletoe

11.) traditional Thanksgiving fowl

13.) Clark

15.) What made Frosty the
Snowman come to life?

16.) Christmas beverage also
known as “milk punch”

DOWN:

1.) Buddy the Elf’s four main food
groups

2.) a single, white, frozen crystal

3.) Frosty the Snowman’s nose

4.) Christmas dessert known for
it’s long shelf life

8.) Scrooge’s first name

10.) red-nosed reindeer

12.) fruit customarily placed in
Christmas stockings

14.) Santa delivers presents in

ANSWER KEY PAGE: 22
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On your upcoming business milestone! Whether you're opening a new
business, celebrating an anniversary, or relocating/expanding an existing
business in western Iowa, we are thrilled for your success and grateful for
the opportunity to assist you in commemorating this special occasion. Our
services for ribbon cutting ceremonies are entirely free for businesses in
our area.

CONGRATULATIONS

This event serves as a significant milestone in the history of your business
and presents an excellent photo opportunity to capture the moment. It
allows the owner to introduce themselves to the attendees and the wider
community, explaining the nature of their business. Additionally, a ribbon
cutting ceremony provides a platform to express gratitude to financial
backers, employees, family, friends, and business partners. We, at WIDA,
can coordinate with city officials, invite our Board of Directors and
business members, and promote the event on our website, Facebook page,
and newsletter (if submitted ahead). Our staff will arrive with ceremonial
scissors and ribbon, as well as capture photos to be shared on our social
media platforms and in our next newsletter. We have a wide reach within
western Iowa, and we want others to hear about your business.

WHY HOLD A RIBBON CUTTING CEREMONY?

Who will cut the ribbon? It is common for owners or top executives to
perform this honor, but ultimately, the choice is yours.
When will you hold the event? We recommend Wednesday-Fridays, during
the lunch hour, late afternoon, or early evening to attract the largest
crowds. It's also advisable to promote the event 3-4 weeks in advance to
maximize attendance and exposure.
What would you like to share before cutting the ribbon? You can express
gratitude towards those who supported you throughout the journey,
share the story behind your business, or mention any special offers or
upcoming events. Please limit your speech to three minutes or one page
of notes.
How can you maximize the event? Make sure to invite your family, friends,
and clients. Consider hosting a drawing or raffle to collect business cards
and expand your database. While drinks, refreshments, decorations, and
door prizes are optional, keep in mind that the ribbon cutting ceremony
itself is typically short. However, your grand opening celebration with
others can continue as long as you wish.

THINGS TO CONSIDER FOR YOUR RIBBON CUTTING CEREMONY:

RIBBON CUTTING CEREMONY
INFORMATION

Minden Bowl GRAND REOPENING | 209 Broadway St
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ACROSS:
5.) Frosty
6.) Figgy
7.) Nutcracker
9.) Kiss
11.) Turkey
13.) Griswold
15.) Hat
16.) Eggnog

DOWN:
1.) Candy
2.) Snowflake
3.) Button
4.) Fruitcake
8.) Ebenezer
10.) Rudolph
12.) Orange
14.) Sleigh

https://www.facebook.com/WesternIowaDevelopmentAssociation
https://www.instagram.com/westerniadevelopment/
https://www.widaiowa.org/
https://widaiowa.org/


Meet the WIDA Board

WES T E R N
I OWA
D EV E LO PMEN T
AS SOC I A T I O NWIDA

Small Town Feel,
Big City Heart. 

L I V E  •  W O R K  •  E X P L O R E  •  T H R I V E

P R E S I D E N T

K e v i n  Z i m m e r m a n

E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R

S t a c i e  K i n n e y

At our core, we are the voice of
business, dedicated to supporting
our members' success. Our
ultimate goal is to champion and
promote the prosperity of our
communities.

M E M B E R S H I P  D R I V E N

COMMUNITY GROWN

WIDA continues its efforts to
engage members and the
community through its website,
social media platforms, electronic
newsletters (print newsletters as
requested), as well as email
communication.

T r a c e  F r a h m J a y m e  B u s c h

S u s a n  M i l l e rB r i a n  S h e a R o n  K r o l l
M i k e  H o l t o n

V I C E  P R E S I D E N T
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POTTAWATTAMIE
COUNTY RESOURCES
ELECTED OFFICIALS

Mayor 
Karla Pogge

NEOLA

City Clerk 
Heidi Erwin

(712) 485-2307
neolacityclerk@walnut.net

Newly Elected Mayor 
11/10/25 Bret Sherkenbach

CARSON

City Clerk 
Kristina Hansen

(712) 484-3636
carsoncc@futuretk.com

Mayor 
Vince Guyer

HANCOCK

City Clerk 
Kimberly Gress

(712) 741-5665

Mayor 
Melia Clark

MACEDONIA

City Clerk 
Liz Alff

(712) 486-2323
macedoniacityhall@gmail.com

Mayor 
Mitchell A. Kay

MCCLELLAND

City Clerk 
Denise Magnuson

(402) 670-1062
magnuson1971@gmail.com

Mayor 
Kevin Zimmerman

MINDEN

City Clerk 
Teresa Tenner

(712) 483-2991
ttenner@walnutel.net

Mayor 
Brant A. Miller

OAKLAND

City Clerk 
Marissa Lockwood

(712) 482-6811
oaklandclerk@frontiernet.net

Mayor 
Allen Hadfield

TREYNOR

City Clerk 
Michael Holton

(712) 487-3787
cityhall@cityoftreynor.com

Mayor 
Dennis C. Bardsley

UNDERWOOD

City Clerk 
Cindy Sorlien

(712) 566-2373
cityadmin@underwoodia.com

Mayor 
Ron Kroll

SHELBY

City Clerk 
Chris Martin

(712) 544-2404
smu2@walnutel.net

Mayor 
Wm. Brett Simpson

WALNUT

City Clerk 
Shannon Wood

(712) 784-3443
citywaln@walnutel.net
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Western Iowa Development Association
provides a platform for members to share
their stories and experiences so that
others can learn from their successes.

Ready, Set, Connect.

Our members benefit from the
visibility that we bring to the local
business community, including
opportunities to connect with
potential customers and
partners, as well as access to
resources and support to help
you succeed. 

LET’S TALK
BUSINESS

Your generous and ongoing support provides our 501(c)6
nonprofit organization with the resources necessary to
promote our members and western Iowa communities,
advocate for a favorable economic climate and quality
lifestyle, and promote overall tourism in the region.

WIDA is asking our members to keep us in mind when you
want to share your business events, successes and information
with the community. There is no cost to you as a member.
Whether it is exciting news regarding your business or an
upcoming event, we will find the perfect way to showcase your
information. Send a description of what you would like to share,
and we will be happy to place your news in our newsletter and
on the WIDA Facebook page.

Send your business news by the 20th of every month to:
WesternIowaDevelopment@outlook.com to be included in the
newsletter. For more information, you can also call us at (712)
406-6234.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU

Building strong, thriving
business communities takes
each of us working together,
and WIDA is proud to serve as
a resource, connection, and
voice for business.

We hope you make the most
of your WIDA membership
and that it helps you to
continue to grow your
business!
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