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HERE’S TO YOU!

WISHING YOU A VERY HAPPY 2024 IN THIS ISSUE
The WIDA team would like to 1 Happy New Year
extend our sincerest
appreciation for all of your 2 Warm WIDA Welcome
unwavering support and being a 3-5 2023 Photo Recap
Al cornerstone to all the
- communities we serve! 6-7 City Sponsor Thank You

8 New Member Spotlight

As we look ahead to the new year, we are excited to
continue our partnership with you and to work together 9 Meet the WIDA Board
making a positive impact in our communities. Here's to . . .
wishing you all a 2024 that's packed with the happiest 10 Business Testimonial +
moments and endless success! Membership Info

11-12 2023 Photo Recap Cnt'd

A WARM WIDA WELCOME 13 Upcoming Events +

ISU EXTENSION AND OUTREACH Fiber Update
We are so excited to welcome lowa State University 14 Ribbon Cutting Info
Extension and Outreach Home to the WIDA business 15 County Resources

community in 2024. Continued page 2.
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Extension and Outreach

16 Connect With Us
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https://www.facebook.com/WesternIowaDevelopmentAssociation
https://www.instagram.com/westerniadevelopment/
https://www.widaiowa.org/
https://www.extension.iastate.edu/about-us

ISU Extension and Outreach builds a strong lowa by engaging all lowans in
research, education, and extension experiences to address current and emerging
real-life challenges. That’s our mission.

ISU Extension and Outreach offers
two highly recognized programs: 4H
clubs and the Master Gardener
Program. The 4H clubs had 287 youth
participate last year, with many
showcasing their exhibits and
animals at Westfair. The Master
Gardener Program has 65 active
volunteers who share their gardening
expertise in community projects, city
beautification, and farmers’ markets.

Providing access to lowa State University research, educational, and technological resources.
Our educational programs cover the entire lifespan, from our youngest to oldest lowans.

Engage with ISU Extension and Outreach

Access the links directly by clicking

e jastate.edu e Agriculture & Natural
« Facebook Resources
¢ Upcoming Events ¢« Community Development

e 4-H & Youth ¢ Human Sciences

oA, STATT LBaViRaTT
Exacmmacs snd Chrrench

Building a #STRONGIOWA in
Pottawattamie County.

ISU Extension and Outreach has a community presence by participating in community events,
health fairs, and offering programming to schools and community centers. They offer research-
based programming such as fermentation classes, food safety training, and Master
Conservationist Program. Check out our Facebook page for more info on programs.
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Relive and celebrate the remarkable marketing and communication journey of 2023. WIDA is here to
provide you with a concise and compelling overview of the key moments, successful ribbon cuttings,
and impactful strategies that shaped your brand's growth and success throughout the year.

McClelland
TOWN HALL

A spook-tacular Truck or Treat Who remembers how beautiful the Supporting your local small businesses
October | McClelland, IA. September weather was during The at Unique Boutique lowa VIP during
Longest Table event? | Avoca, IA Pink Friday November | Neola, IA

' FARM BUREAU ﬁdﬂ&f:ﬁa»
WBD. FINANCIAL SERVICES

ARBOR B}J\N K Soren “Pete” Sorenson

Agent

Call ahead or order online at
712-435-2020 or

Helping You Grow

712.485.2256 phone
712.485.2140 fax

301 Oakland Avenue * Oakland Soren.Sorenson@fbfs.com destinationcoffeeandcuisine.com
316 Front Street, PO. Box 178
712-482-6431 Neola, IA 51559

301 Pullen Ave, Oakland 1A

www.ArborBanking.com Bk @ sorensorenson.fbfsagents.com
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Celebrating a Ribbon Cutting Success in October Family fun in September at the Fall
with the locals at Green Valley Inc. | Avoca, IA Market | Treynor, IA

How much fun was the Riverside Spreading some Halloween cheer Local vendor Fall Market | Treynor, IA
Parade?! September | Carson, IA with the McClelland Volunteer Fire
Department | McClelland, IA

Nurturing local businesses ensures a strong community.
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Goodman Classic

BUILDINGS & EQUIPMENT

Riverside Parade, September | Carson, IA

Enjoy these memorable highlights from fall + holiday.
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Holiday festivities, December | Carson, IA

Seasonal treats at Frosting, Inc. December | Walnut, IA
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AVOCA CARSON
A Quintessential Main Street

HANCOCK MACEDONIA
A Small Village with Big Business Small in Size, Mighty in Personality
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MCCLELLAND MINDEN
May be Small but Big in Personality Just a Quick Couple of Miles Off I-80
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Help our community meet the challenges of changing times.

cmzzmm@mgwmomm

www.givewesterniowa.org | www.sharegoodiowa.org
712.256.7007

IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY

Extension and Outreach

OAKLAND
Home to the Freedom Rock

Geré Stevens West Pottawattamie County

County Educator 126 East Broadway, Suite 2
Council Bluffs, lowa 51503
712 366-7070

gere@iastate.edu

rairie
rossin

VINEVARD ssio WWINERY

T juli@prairiecrossingwine com 712.487.3812
SHELBY

A Quaint Little Town

& www.prairiccrossingwine.com 31506 Pioneer Trail, Treynor

' "+ O Celebrating
| P 35 years
Bronzes
Paintings
Poems
Art Classes
g . Monuments
f LU ..,I phone/text
o i ) N 712 242-7401
esofhonorproject.com

TREYNOR

Land of Housing Developments & Cardinal Sports

: WESTERN

The world is waiting’
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Bev’'s Porch

A charming brick-and-mortar establishment that
combines the cozy feel of a coffee shop with the
excitement of small-town shopping. The menu
offers classic coffee options such as Black Coffee,
Americanos, Cappuccinos, and Lattes, as well as
refreshing smoothies, Bursting Bobas, lemonades,
and much more. Meanwhile, the retail side features
a wide range of locally-made products such as
shirts, blankets, candles, soaps, jewelry, and more.

Bev's Porch is a heartfelt tribute to the memory of
the owner's beloved grandparents, Beverly and
LeRoy, who both passed away unexpectedly in the
winter of 2020. Their loss inspired the owner to open
a store with the same inviting warmth and comfort
as visiting a grandparent’s home. Filled with the
fragrant aroma of caramel and fresh coffee, vintage
furniture, and decor that will encourage you to relax,
take a break, and stay awhile.

Be sure to check out a top seller; a
handcrafted espresso drink or Bev's Porch
candle—a caramel, vanilla, warm coffee scent.

Bev’s Porch | 114 Third St
Neola, |A 51559
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Small Town Feel,
Big City Heart.

Meet the WIDA Board

At our core, we are the voice of
business, dedicated to supporting
our members' success. Our
ultimate goal is to champion and
promote the prosperity of our
communities.

PRESIDENT EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Kevin Zimmerman Stacie Kinney

MEMBERSHIP DRIVEN

COMMUNITY GROWN

WIDA continues its efforts to These outlets allow us to remain
engage members and the on the cutting edge of digital
community through its website, communications as well as
social media platforms, electronic provide traditional forms of
newsletters (print newsletters as communication while serving as a
requested), as well as email voice for our rural businesses and
communication. communities.

VICE PRESIDENT Brian Shea Ron Kroll Susan Miller Trace Frahm
Mike Holton

LIVE « WORK « EXPLORE « THRIVE
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FLANNELS
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HAYRIDES

& BONFIRES

Owner Kim Canada | Frosting Inc.

Walnut, IA

CIVIC MEMBERSHIP

Per Year

Help you claim a FREE Google
account
Offer Facebook groups for B2B
networking
o Rural Pott. Co. Boz Network
Group
o Rural Pott. Co. Dining &
Drinking Group
Brainstorming
promotional/marketing ideas with
you
Receive WIDA quarterly e-
newsletter
Advertisement of your promotions
and specials.
o Specials
o Open houses
o Holiday promotions
o Specialty days (military
discounts), etc.
Recommendation of grants (if
nonprofit)

WIDA BUSINESS MEMBERSHIP

$ 100 00

Per Year
Front page welcome in WIDA's e-
newsletter
Listed on WIDA website as a
member
Listed on WIDA Annual Report as a
member
WIDA membership window decal
Receive WIDA quarterly e-
newsletter
Access to Ribbon Cuttings for
special events
Promotion of news releases, when
sentin
Event postings on WIDA calendar,
when sent
Opportunity to be a “Did You
Know? Wednesday” business
Promo flyers on our website, when
sent
Business-card ad in 4 consecutive
WIDA e-newsletters
Listed in our website business
directory

SILVER MEMBERSHIP

Per Year
Front page welcome in WIDA's e-
newsletter
Listed on WIDA website as a
member
Listed on WIDA Annual Report as a
member
WIDA membership window decal
Receive WIDA quarterly e-
newsletter
Access to Ribbon Cuttings for
special events
Promotion of news releases, when
sent
Event postings on WIDA calendar,
when sent
Opportunity to be a “Did You
Know? Wednesday” business
Promotional flyers on our website,
when sent
Business-card ad in 4 consecutive
WIDA e-newsletters
30 min. professional branding
photoshoot with Stacie Kinney

Stacie’s been great to work with so far. She’s
incredibly supportive of my small business.
When she was delivering the orders she picked
up from me, she was talking me up big time to
the Avoca office not knowing the clerk is one
of my best friends. | assume she did this with
every office, but her words were very much
appreciated!

*1000”

Per Year
Front page welcome in WIDA's e-
newsletter
Listed as WIDA website as member
Listed as WIDA member on Annual
Report
Access to Ribbon Cuttings for
special events
Event postings on WIDA calendar
Business-card ad in 4 consecutive
WIDA e-newsletters
Listed in our website business
directory
WIDA town landing page sponsor
for a year
Technical assistance
Event organizational checklists
Social media account
Tourism venues listed on
Travellowa.com
Marketing materials upon request
Front page WIDA e-newsletter
sponsor for a year
Grant review and proofreading upon
request
One voting representative on the
WIDA Board
30 min. professional branding
photoshoot with Stacie Kinney
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MACARONS
BY
CAITLIN

2024 CARSON
COMMUNITY CALENDARS
ARE MOW AVAILABLE

All smiles at The Longest Table Bev’s Porch - your one stop shop Showcasing the community's talent and
event in September | Avoca, IA for local gifts & coffee | Neola, IA creativity at a bit of IOWA | Walnut, IA.

Do you have an upcoming community event?
Contact Stacie at westerniowadevelopment@outlook.com with your information.
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/ EZ GREENHOUSE
514 MAIN ST. MINDEN IA 51553
712-308-3125 . .
ezgreenhouse@gmail.com ’ Pottawattamie | SR
> 4 County o it (S e e
3(/' i Ll Kristian for your free estimate todayl
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Owners of B Restored | Walnut, IA
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UPCOMING - WINTER SOLSTICE BLESSINGS

EVENTS %

FIRST DAY HIKE - PREPARATION CANYON
MON, JANUARY 1ST |1PM - 3 PM

Ring in the new year with a free, family-
friendly hike in the Loess Hills! Monday,
January 1, 2024. Meet at Preparation
Canyon State Park along Preparation
Canyon Road, southwest of Moorhead,
lowa. Pizza & hot chocolate at the Brent S.
Olson Memorial Visitor Center in Pisgah
will follow the hike.

MAY THE LONGEST NIGHT AND THE SHORTEST DAY,
BRING REST TO YOUR MIND AND SOUL,
MAY YOU FIND GUIDANCE AND MAY YOU FIND PEACE,

AS THE CYCLE OF LIGHT WILL SLOWLY INCREASE.
EMBRACE THE MAGIC THAT THE DARKNESS BEARS,
BREATH DEEP IN THE CHILL AND SHIFT IN THE AIR.

MAY YOU ALWAYS BE BLESSED WITH THE LIGHT FROM WITHIN,
AND MAY WELL-BEING BE YOURS AS THE NEW CYCLE BEGINS.

MARNE ELK HORN FIBER UPDATE /
>> Attention Rural Underwood >>> Hey MINDEN!
(WeSt Of|-80) Residents Winter has put a halt to Fiber ¥
. . . construction for now, but please
/ ELber 'S tburtled!! Nog/v I.or'wto know as soon as weather permits
GOOD Z _?ex' Sla_%e, - 9P 'C'n_cﬁ in the spring, we will be back to
S SJACRIESHI IS SIS SR work to bring fiber to your home
NE be worked on throughout or business!
/ the winter. Once your area )
= is spliced and tested we will 25 Marne EIK Horn . sccemme
reach out to you to be i Your Local Connection - PROVIDER
connected!

We are expecting to start connecting
early 2024! Thank you for your patience
as fiber construction is a long process,

IOWA a it of
we are excited to share awesome :

e i e T [ s e  WesTERN [IG@AVVAA

Year! The world is waiting’ GALLERY

THE FINISH LINE Karol Calabro
'@\ CAR WASH/%‘ 607 Highland

Coeer. 2 Walnut, lowa 51577
A L
/e C. Il:uul{_\' & .‘i{us;n;l kllliJ]lcr RASEgo u{i’rmlt';L’rl;cl.nc; 712.784.3187
g 402-651-00652 (ce 712-484-3969 (home
KEVIN ZIMMERMAN KPRENTALS@WALNUTEL NET 712.784.2369

402-676-9019 202 SOUTH 2ND ST, NEOLA 1A Serving Carson & Surrounding Communitics for 25 Years
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RIBBON CUTTING CEREMONY
INFORMATION

CONGRATULATIONS

On your upcoming business milestone! Whether you're opening a new
business, celebrating an anniversary, or relocating/expanding an existing
business in western lowa, we are thrilled for your success and grateful for
the opportunity to assist you in commemorating this special occasion. Our
services for ribbon cutting ceremonies are entirely free for businesses in
our area.

WHY HOLD A RIBBON CUTTING CEREMONY?

This event serves as a significant milestone in the history of your business
and presents an excellent photo opportunity to capture the moment. It
allows the owner to introduce themselves to the attendees and the wider
community, explaining the nature of their business. Additionally, a ribbon
cutting ceremony provides a platform to express gratitude to financial
backers, employees, family, friends, and business partners. We, at WIDA,
can coordinate with city officials, invite our Board of Directors and business
members, and promote the event on our website, Facebook page, and
newsletter (if submitted ahead). Our staff will arrive with ceremonial
scissors and ribbon, as well as capture photos to be shared on our social
media platforms and in our next newsletter. We have a wide reach within
western lowa, and we want others to hear about your business.

THINGS TO CONSIDER FOR YOUR RIBBON CUTTING CEREMONY:

Who will cut the ribbon? It is common for owners or top executives to
perform this honor, but ultimately, the choice is yours.
When will you hold the event? We recommend Wednesday-Fridays, during
the lunch hour, late afternoon, or early evening to attract the largest
crowds. It's also advisable to promote the event 3-4 weeks in advance to
maximize attendance and exposure.
What would you like to share before cutting the ribbon? You can express
gratitude towards those who supported you throughout the journey, share
the story behind your business, or mention any special offers or upcoming
events. Please limit your speech to three minutes or one page of notes.

How can you maximize the event? Make sure to invite your family, friends,
and clients. Consider hosting a drawing or raffle to collect business cards
and expand your database. While drinks, refreshments, decorations, and
door prizes are optional, keep in mind that the ribbon cutting ceremony
itself is typically short. However, your grand opening celebration with others
can continue as long as you wish.

We look forward to celebrating this momentous occasion
with you and helping to make it a memorable experience.

OmniTel.biz

OLESEN AUTO CENTER

SALES SERVICE TIRES

Serving Southwest lowa since 1917!

J OLESEN
www.olesenautocenter.com

jolesen@olesenautocenter.com

126 N. Elm Street
Avoca, IA 51521

Rollin
ill

Bank & Trust

Atlantic Fax: (712) 243-1423
www.rollinghillsbank.com

(712)-343-6321
Cell (402)216-6756

(641) 742-3432
(712) 762-3214
(800) 630-1210
(712) 484-2220
(800) 746-3367
(712) 778-2265
(641) 5244521
(515) 4368231
(800) 523-8003
(712) 784-2201

(507) 842-5933
(507) 372-2933

. (307)322-1694

FHOME Ml
AGENCY B

thehomeagency.com

KEevin & SARA Ross
Crop Insurance Agents

91 Main Street » McClelland, |1A 51548
kross@thehomeagency.com + 402.740.5624
sross@thehomeagency.com + 402.740.8986

Mark Pietig

CUSTOMER SOLUTIONS
MANAGER

omnl Iel mpietig@omnitel.biz

COMMUNICATIONS p: (641) 765-2345

p: (712) 824-2345

(vl §! ' 105 N West Street
| Truro, IA 50257

) %
HumMmEL Insurance services
Tel: (712) 482-6424 1 (800) 482-6426

www . hummelins.com | www.facebook.com/hummelins

Craig C. Hummel, CIC [ENE[E]
142 Main St, PO Box 579
Oakland, IA 51560-0579 =]

Email: craig@hummelins.com


https://www.facebook.com/WesternIowaDevelopmentAssociation
https://www.instagram.com/westerniadevelopment/
https://www.widaiowa.org/

POTTAWATTAMIE
COUNTY RESOURGES

ELECTED OFFICIALS

>>>AVOCA

Mayor
Tom Bruck

City Clerk
Teresa Hoepner

(712) 343-2424
cityclerk@cityofavoca.com

>>>MACEDONIA

Mayor
Melia Clark

City Clerk
Moriah Mahan

(712) 486-2323
macedoniacityhall@gmail.com

>>>0AKLAND

Mayor
Brant A. Miller

City Clerk
Marissa Lockwood

(712) 482-6811
oaklandclerk@frontiernet.ne

24 HR ACCESS

>>> CARSON

Mayor
Tim Todd

City Clerk
Brianne Duede

(712) 484-3636
carsonclerk@gmail.com

>>> MCCLELLAND

Mayor
Mitchell A. Kay

City Clerk
Denise Magnuson

(402) 670-1062
magnusonl1971@gmail.com

>>> TREYNOR

Mayor
Allen Hadfield

City Clerk
Michael Holton

(712) 487-3787
cityhall@cityoftreynor.com
ajhadfield@cityoftreynor.com

>>> HANCOCK

Mayor
Vince Guyer

City Clerk
Kimberly Gress
(712) 741-5665

>>> MINDEN

Mayor

Kevin Zimmerman

City Clerk
Teresa Tenner

(712) 483-2991
ttenner@walnutel.net

>>> SHELBY

Mayor
Ron Kroll

City Clerk
Chris Martin

(712) 544-2404
smu2@walnutel.net

18 'W MAIN STREET, TREYNOR I0WA 51575
(712) 487-3117
TREYNORJAVASUPPLY.COM

CENTER

110 4th Street, Neola, 1A 51559
T12-485-2489

i 2 OPEN GYM
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CONNECT WITH US Q

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU

WIDA is asking our members to keep us in mind y ¢

when you want to share your business events, FACEBOOK FOLLOWERS
successes and information with the community.

There is no cost to you as a member. Whether it 763

is exc:|t|_ng news regarc?llng your business or an INSTAGRAM FOLLOWERS
upcoming event, we will find the perfect way to

showcase your information. Send a description
of what you would like to share, and we will be 1.035

happy to place your news in our newsletter and NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIBERS
on the WIDA Facebook page.

Send your business news by the 20th of every month to:
WesternlowaDevelopment@outlook.com to be included in
the newsletter. For more information, you can also call us at
(712) 406-6234.

Our members benefit from the visibility that we
bring to the local business community,
including opportunities to connect with
potential customers and partners, as well as
access to resources and support to help you
succeed. Additionally, WIDA provides a platform
for members to share their stories and
experiences so that others can learn from their
successes. We hope you make the most of your
WIDA membership and that it helps you to
continue to grow your business!

CONNECT WITH US ﬁ PAGE 16
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